[Ergotism and ischemia of the limbs].
Clinical ergotism as seen today results almost exclusively from the intake of ergotamine tartrate in the treatment of migraine headache. Vasospasm of peripheral arteries is the leading clinical picture. Besides the formation of collaterals and a secondary thrombosis, the vasospasm is one of the specific findings in arteriography. Early diagnosis and withdrawal of the medication makes complete restitution possible. In all other cases intraarterial or intravenous infusion of sodium nitroprusside has turned out to be the most effective therapy. Balloon dilatation or operative intervention are an alternative therapy in those cases, where amputation of the limbs seems to be necessary.